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Why A Rarelmage Of One Of Malaysia'sLast Tigers|s Giving Conservationists
Hope
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Emmanuel Rondeau Has Photographed Tigers Across Asia For The Past Decade,
From The Remotest Recesses Of Siberia To The Pristine Valleys Of Bhutan. But
When He Set Out To Photograph The TigersIn The Ancient Rainforests Of
Malaysia, He Had His Doubts.

“WeWereReally Not Sure That ThisWas Going To Work,” Says The French
Wildlife Photographer. That’s Because The Country Has Just 150 Tigers L eft,
Hidden Across Tens Of Thousands Of Square Kilometers Of Dense Rainfor est.
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“Tiger Numbers|In Malaysia Have Been Going Down, Down, Down, At An Alarming
Rate,” Says Rondeau. In The 1950s, Malaysia Had Around 3,000 Tigers, But A
Combination Of Habitat L oss, A Decline In Prey, And Poaching Decimated The
Population. By 2010, There Were Just 500 L eft, According To WWF, And The
Number Has Continued To Fall.

TheMalayan Tiger IsA Subspecies Native To Peninsular Malaysia, And It's The
Smallest Of The Tiger Subspecies|n Southeast Asia.

“WeAreln ThisMoment Where, If Things Suddenly Go Bad, In Five Years The
Malayan Tiger Could Be A Figure Of The Past, And It GoesInto TheHistory
Books,” Rondeau Adds.

Determined Not To Let That Happen, Rondeau Joined Forces With WWF-Malaysia
Last Year To Profile The Elusive Big Cat And Put A Face To The Nation’s

Conservation Work.

It Took 12 Weeks Of Preparations, Eight Cameras, 300 Pounds Of Equipment, Five
Months Of Patient Photography And Countless Miles Trekked Through The
117,500-Hectar e Royal Belum State Park... But Finally, In November, Rondeau Got
The Shot That He Hopes Can Inspire The Next Generation Of Conservationists.
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“ThisImagels TheLast Image Of The Malayan Tiger — Or It’s The First Image Of
The Return Of The Malayan Tiger,” He Says.



